
Dear U3A Member, 
 
I am writing to introduce myself as Partnership Manager for the National Holocaust Centre 
and Museum based in Laxton, Nottinghamshire. I am looking to work with local community 
groups to promote visits to the museum and be inclusive for those that do not necessarily 
know that we are here or, indeed, why? 
  
We are an established museum and education centre and we offer school visits, which are 
highly successful. We are keen to increase the offering and awareness within local adult 
groups and wider community.  Whilst we do have current bookings for U3A groups, we would 
be delighted if you could promote this to your area to enable us to welcome more U3A groups 
to the centre.  
  
We opened in 1995 as Beth Shalom (‘House of Peace’), Britain’s first ever place of Holocaust 
remembrance and learning. Our founders are the remarkable Smith family, the only non-
Jewish founders of any such place in the UK. The family had visited Yad Vashem and returned 
home appalled that so little was known here about the Holocaust. They were also keen to 
inspire others to take responsibility for the 2,000 years of Christian Judeophobia which 
enabled the Holocaust, and which provides the reservoir of myths and conspiracy theories 
from which anti-Semites continue to draw, usually unknowingly, today. Based in the beautiful 
Sherwood Forest area - rich not only in Robin Hood folklore but ironically, England’s own anti-
Jewish history - we became a home-from-home for inspiring speakers: survivors of the 
Holocaust. An extension of the Smith family, they attracted ever-growing adult and school 
audiences. 
  
“I know many Holocaust museums all over the world. There is none like Beth Shalom. It is 
unique… the only one I always leave uplifted”. Eva Schloss MBE, Auschwitz survivor and step-
sister of Anne Frank.   
  
One by one, our family of survivors asked if they could entrust to our care the various artefacts 
substantiating their stories. In this way, we evolved over 25 years from a single exhibition in a 
rural family home into a internationally accredited museum with prestigious ‘National 
Portfolio Organisation’ status from Arts Council England. The museum will always exist to 
serve our educational purpose. The testimonies of our cherished family of Survivors are 
epicentral to our output, and our governance remains true to the Smiths’ warm family ethos. 
Marina and Eddie Smith, now in their 80s, live on the estate. Their son Dr James Smith CBE 
remains actively involved and is our Life President, as well as overseeing the Aegis Trust which 
works to prevent genocide and runs the Kigali genocide memorial in Rwanda. James’ 
cofounder and brother Dr Stephen Smith MBE was our first ever Director and now heads 
Steven Spielberg’s USC Shoah Foundation in Los Angeles.  
  
Group visits of more than 10 people are charged at £7.50 per person. This includes entry to 
both our main exhibition and The Journey exhibition. We would kindly request a £50.00 
deposit to secure your booking, with the balance invoiced on your final numbers after your 
visit. We have capacity for 120 adult group visitors at any one time.  
  
Please be aware that if you wish to visit on a weekday, during term time, our Journey 
Exhibition may only be available in the afternoon from approximately 2pm due to school visits. 
We can advise of this nearer to your booking. We are closed on a Saturday and open 10am 
until 4.30pm on a Sunday with last entry into the exhibitions at 3.30pm. 
  



We suggest that you allow a 4-hour time frame for your visit in order to be able to spend a 
little time observing the sculptures in and around our memorial rose garden along with the 
exhibitions.  
  
Where possible, subject to availability, we will offer a short introduction and a pre-recorded 
survivor testimony for your group.   
  
We also operate a small and homely coffee shop. If your group wished to make use of this 
we would ask for a pre-order to ensure we could offer a speedier service on the day. If your 
guests wished to pay on the day for their pre-order we can accommodate this. We offer tea, 
coffee, cakes, bakes along with soup of the day and a selection of sandwiches. 
Unfortunately, we do not have the capacity for hot meals.  
  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information. I look forward to 
welcoming U3A groups in the future.  
  
Kind Regards, 
  
  
Jill Robinson  
Partnership Manager 
  
The National Holocaust Centre and Museum 
Acre Edge Road 
Laxton, Notts 
NG22 0PA 
  
(T) 01623 836627 
 


